Metallic elements in crude and milled chrysotile asbestos from Quebec.
Crude and milled fibers from different asbestos mines in Quebec have been analyzed for their metallic content. Crude fibers present a few metal concentrations that are characteristic for each mine. Manganese and iron can be used as discriminators, zinc and cobalt are constantly present in minute quantities, and calcium is virtually absent from crude fibers. Milled fibers are enriched in metals by factors ranging from 1.3 to greater than 15. Chromium and nickel concentrations are many times higher than in crude fibers and iron content is increased by more than 100%. Total metal content in milled fibers is mainly due to nonchrysotile material.